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        When are NC apples in season?

      

      
        
          Harvest season typically begins in August and ends in November. Farmers work year-round taking care of each tree to ensure you have the best North Carolina apples. 


        

      

    

  

  



      
      
    
	
      
      
      
        
  


        

  
    

      
        How to choose the best apple?

      

      
        
          For cooking: Look for apples that are firm, & crisp. This will ensure they will hold their shape during the cooking process.
For Snacking: Look for softer apples and select the variety based on personal taste preference. Our Apple Guide describes the most popular apple profiles and best uses.



        

      

    

  

  



      
      
    
	
      
      
      
        
  


        

  
    

      
        Why should you buy North Carolina apples?

      

      
        
          In the mountains of North Carolina the perfect mix of warm days and cool nights, and fertile soil create the perfect climate for apples.
 A  deep understanding of how to grow apples has been passed down for generation to produce apples unmatched in flavor and freshness. 

        

      

    

  

  



      
      
    
	
      
      
      
        
  


        

  
    

      
        How are apples grown? 

      

      
        
          To get apples that are consistent, bud wood is taken from the parent tree and grafted onto various rootstocks that determine tree size. Each bud that is moved is a clone of the others creating consistency within each apple variety. 

        

      

    

  

  



      
      
    
	
      
      
      
        
  


        

  
    

      
        How should I store my apples?

      

      
        
          Keep your apples cold to maintain crispness. If left at room temperature, most varieties will begin to soften in a few days. For best results, store apples in a bag in the crisper drawer of your refrigerator.

        

      

    

  

  



      
      
    
	
      
      
      
        
  


        

  
    

      
        Why do grocery store apples taste different?

      

      
        
          Typical the apples you buy in the store are a year to 2 years old and have been stored in cold storage and traveled all the way from the pacific northwest. 
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  Apple Guide 






























  
    Learn more about your favorite varieties and discover new ones.
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                Apples in the 
Blue Ridge 



              

              
                History 
When the first settlers loaded their wagons in 1783 to move into what is now Henderson County, they brought along seeds for vegetables and flowers, along with hogs, chickens, cows, and seedlings for fruit trees. 
The red and golden apples were eaten fresh in early fall, baked for pies and cakes, cooked into applesauce, fried for breakfast, pressed into cider, cider vinegar, and apple brandy, dried in the sun for apple pies and snacks to eat in the winter, and preserved in jellies and apple butter. Those first pioneers grew apples to feed their families.

Today 
North Carolina is the 7th largest apple-producing state in the nation and Henderson County is the largest apple-producing county in North Carolina. The apple harvest season runs from late August through November. Fresh apples, cider, and many other items may be purchased from wholesalers and at the many roadside apple markets or produce stands located throughout the region. Some orchards offer tours and allow you to pick your own apples.
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                Explore Apple Country 



              

              
                Nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains your next adventure awaits.
Wander through the fields and orchards gathering fruits and vegetables for your kitchen table. 
Meet the hard-working men and women who dedicate their lives to growing our food.
Enjoy delicious farm-fresh baked goods while sipping apple cider and local wines. 
Make life-long memories and so much more!
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